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To Mr. José Alberto Azeredo Lopes the Minister of National Defence of 
the Portuguese Republic 

 
          

Brussels, 4 December 2015 

 
 

Minister, 
 
 

First of all, I would like to congratulate you on the occasion of your nomination 
as Minister of National Defence of Portugal and wish you success with the 

manifold national and international challenges that lay ahead of you. 
 
The European Organisation of Military Associations (EUROMIL) is an umbrella 

organisation composed of 41 military associations and trade unions from 25 
countries. It is the main Europe-wide forum for cooperation among professional 

military associations on issues of common concern. EUROMIL strives to secure 
and advance the human rights, fundamental freedoms and socio-professional 
interests of military personnel of all ranks in Europe and promotes the concept of 

“Citizen in Uniform”. As such, a soldier is entitled to the same rights and 
obligations as any other citizen. EUROMIL particularly calls for recognition of the 

right of servicemen and -women to form and join trade unions and independent 
associations and for their inclusion in a regular social dialogue by the authorities. 
 

EUROMIL counts three Portuguese associations amongst its members, namely 
the “Association of Enlisted” (AP), the “Association of the Officers of the Armed 

Forces” (AOFA) and the “National Sergeants Association” (ANS). 
 
Minister, despite international legislation and regulations several European 

countries do not grant the right of association to their soldiers. We know that in 
Portugal armed forces personnel do have the right to join professional military 

associations. However we believe that there is always room for improvement in 
the relations between independent military associations and the political and 

military leadership. EUROMIL trusts that a well-organised social dialogue is very 
important and that the results of such an institutionalised relationship are not 
only beneficial to military personnel but also to the armed forces as such. 

 
As newly nominated Minister of National Defence of Portugal, I would like to call 

on you to keep the debate with the representatives of Portugese military 
personnel high on your agenda. Moreover, in these times where armed forces 
pool and share their resources, the importance of collaboration of staff 

organisations and their experience-sharing on the international scene cannot be 
underestimated. Of course EUROMIL is available to discuss this topic with you, as 

well as to share its expertise and information on this and other issues whenever 
needed and wanted. 
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Minister, once again I would like to stress the importance of your future 
relationship with our member associations in Portugal. We thank you in advance 

for your collaboration with them and your willingness to listen carefully to their 
concerns. 
 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Emmanuel Jacob 
President 

 
 


